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18 January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

GCSE and A-Level – Consultation 

 

No doubt, you will have seen headlines over the weekend about the Department for 

Education and Ofqual's joint consultation on the awarding and assessment of GCSE and A-

Level grades this summer. As a school we will, of course contribute our views but it is also 

important that parents and students get the opportunity to participate. Here is a very brief 

summary of the proposals and content of the consultation: 

 

 Students in Y11 and Y13 will remain in school until the submission of grades is 

completed allowing them time to fully complete courses. 

 The grades will be based on evidence of the work a student has undertaken. Unlike 

last year, it will not be an estimate of what they could achieve in the exam. A student’s 

grade in each subject will be based on their teachers’ assessment of the standard at 

which the student is performing, using a combination of evidence that might include: 

 

o results from papers provided by exam boards, but set by teachers to take 

account of differential learning. This will be supported by mark schemes, 

exemplar papers, other guidance on standardisation, and training from 

exam boards 

o non-exam assessment (NEA) in subjects where it applies 

o other performance evidence such formal tests, mock exam results and any 

substantial work completed by students. 

 

 There are a series of questions about how external assessments provided by exam 

boards can support teacher assessments. 

 Information about how schools may quality assure the process to ensure consistency 

across the country. 

 Information about the ways in which students will be able to appeal against the 

process not being applied properly. 

 

You can read the full consultation here with details about how to submit your views. 

 

Take care 

 

 

Mr M McShane 

Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021

